THE    UNIFICATION    OF    THE    WORLD           65

One True God, Islam had retrieved the pure religion
'of Abraham. Between the Christian polytheists on the
one side and the Hindu polytheists on the other there
again shone the light of monotheism ; and in Islam's
survival lay the hope of the world.-

This traditional Islamic scale of values comes out
sharply in the closing sentence of the great Egyptian
historian Al-fiabarti's narrative of ,the events of the year
oftheHijrah 1213.

So this year reached its close. Among the un-
precedented events that occurred in it, the most
portentous was the cessation of the Pilgrimage from
Egypt [to the Holy Cities of the Hijaz]. They did
not send the Holy Draperies (Kiswah) for the Kacbah
and they did not send the Purse (surrah}. The like of
this had never happened in the present age, and
never during the rule of the Banu eOsman. [Truly,]
the ordering of events lies with God alone.1

Which was this exciting year ? In our Western
notation, the twelve months corresponding to A.H. 1213
run from June A.D. 1798 to June 1799. It was, you see,
the year in which Napoleon descended upon Egypt, and
the sentence that I have quoted is Al-Gabarti's grandfinde
to a most vivid and penetrating account of this supremely
dramatic c war of the worlds \ Being a Martian myself,
I was pulled up short, as I well remember, the first time
I read those concluding words. Yet one cannot read
Al-Gabarti without taking him seriously. He would
undoubtedly figure on a list of candidates for the distinc-
tion of ranking as leading historians of civilized society

1 Shaykh ' Abd-ar-Rahm^n Al-Gabarti: Aja'ib-al-Athar fit-Tar&jm
wa'l-Ahbar (Cairo, A.H. 1322, 4 vols.), vol. iii, p. 63; Prench translation
^{Cairo, Imprimerie Nationale, and Paris, Leroux, A.D. 1888-96, 9
vol. vi. p. 121.